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The Current Situation





   Since former Indonesian President Suharto’s fall from power last May there has been noticeably greater freedom of expression in East Timor - at least in the capital Dili, where has been an ongoing series of public demonstrations and open meetings attracting thousands of participants.





   It has been apparent at these gatherings that the desire for ultimate independence from Indonesia is the desire of the great majority of East Timorese people, although a substantial number are prepared to accept the limited autonomy offered by the Jakarta regime as a move in the right direction.





   Although the Indonesian military have allowed these assemblies to take place it is clear that the aspirations of the Timorese do not have their approval. Their argument is that Timorese society is riven with factionalism and only strong (i.e. Indonesian -led) government can ‘maintain stability’. 





   Many in the military also hold to the view that if independence were granted to East Timor other regions of the archipelago would wish to break with Jakarta and the ‘unity’ of the Indonesian republic would be at risk. Of course, the military also have considerable vested interests in remaining in East Timor which is a valuable ‘training ground’ for their officers and troops, and very remunerative financially since they benefit from practically every aspect of local government and commerce.





   Consequently - and giving the lie to much publicised claims of troop withdrawal - over 18,000 men are still on active service in East Timor - proportionately ten times more than the number deployed in any region of Indonesia itself.





   Outside of Dili the situation is extremely tense. The Justice and Peace Commission of the Diocese of Dili, established by Bishop Belo in 1994, registered 369 cases of human rights violation including 28 summary executions and 11 ‘disappearances’ in the first sixth months of 1998 alone. 





    These violations have continued. In the Alas district, 175 kilometres south of Dili, there was severe repression of the local people during November and December - arbitrary arrests, torture, mutilations, murders, disappearances, houses burned down, livestock killed, crops destroyed, water cut off. Villagers in the area sought shelter in church premises. Bishop Belo said he had received reports of about 30 deaths - other reports speak of as many as 50 killings. 





   A scenario identical to that of Alas occurred in early December in the Cailico area from which about 130 young people, fearful for their lives, fled to Dili.





    In East Timor, at the present time, these incidents are not isolated but the general rule. Bishop Belo has explained why: [The political problem of sovereignty] “ is very much alive…Everyone is talking about independence and the need for a referendum, and some (a few) talk about the autonomy proposal.  The massacres will only stop when the political problem has been resolved, and when the Indonesian battalions have been withdrawn from East Timor”.  (Ecclesia Magazine, USA/Lisbon, 26th Nov.98).





  














Draft Letters





 It is clear that the presence of impartial international observers in East Timor is essential. Indonesian delegations are too dependent on government authority in which the military have a dominant role. Inquiry Commissions established by the Timorese themselves are also  restricted in so far as they  are suffering from Indonesian repression - and are directly involved in the conflict. 





   The task must be carried out by UN observers because of the respect their position confers on them, and the political costs to be incurred by those who prevent them from carrying out their task. The prime target of any monitoring should be the nature of Indonesia’s military presence, and the withdrawal of troops promised by Indonesian President Habibie. 





   Such an observer mission will not come about without strong international pressure.





 Draft Letter below:





To_________ MP.


House of Commons, London SW1A 1AA.





Dear ______ ,


 


I am writing to ask that you bring your influence to bear in the matter of achieving a just settlement of the continuing conflict in East Timor. 





As you will know, this former Portuguese colony was invaded by Indonesian armed forces in 1975 and has suffered an illegal and repressive occupation ever since - during which a third of the local population have perished.  





The United Nations has repeatedly called on Indonesia to withdraw its forces and has established mechanisms for dialogue for the achievement of a just and internationally acceptable solution to the issue. 





On coming to office in May last year Indonesian President Habibie pledged substantial troop withdrawal as one of a number of measures aimed at moving the peace process forward.





Regrettably, substantial Indonesian armed forces remain in the territory and continue to perpetrate extensive violations of human rights including arbitrary arrests, torture, mutilations, summary executions, and ‘disappearances’ which amount to a deliberate campaign of intimidation and terror.





At meetings of  the United Nations Assembly and Security Council, and as a Member of the European Union, the British Government has accepted  its share of responsibility for a just settlement of this protracted issue. 





Please do what you can to achieve the placing in East Timor of an Observer Mission of the UN to monitor the present situation and facilitate genuine dialogue between all parties concerned. This would seem to be the only way in which progress towards a peaceful outcome can be made.





Please also express your concern at the escalation of violence in the territory in recent weeks, and urge HMG to call on the Indonesian authorities to conduct a full and impartial investigation into allegations of violence committed during military operations,  and to allow unrestricted access into the territory for human rights monitors and humanitarian organisations.





Yours sincerely,


____________


___________________





Project Progress





We are giving financial support to the East Timorese people in the territory itself…


in Indonesia (especially in the capital Jakarta)…


and to refugees who have fled the oppression - especially to those currently in the UK, Australia, and Portugal.





This support is given:


Through CAFOD (UK);


By direct links to parishes in East Timor;


Via organisations established for East Timorese welfare in Australia, Japan, the UK, the US, and Portugal;


Via the Working Group for the Welfare and Education of East Timorese which has been recently set up by the Justice and Peace Commission of the Indonesian Bishops Conference (more details given on next page) 





Details and updates of the work carried out through these various projects will be given in each issue of this news bulletin.





Working Group for the Welfare and Education of the E Timorese 


- objectives:





To assist the East Timorese in improving their means of livelihood by providing opportunities for gainful occupation.


To help women and children victims of the upheaval through moral, spiritual, psychological and material support.


To provide basic skills training and quality education to the poor.


To realise the key role of local culture for East Timorese identity, and in relation to socio-political and economic developments.





______________________





Public Action





Sixteen more British Aerospace Hawk ground-attack aircraft manufactured at the factory in Warton, near Preston, are due to be delivered to Indonesia this month. 





The supply of such equipment gives legitimacy to the Jakarta regime which is responsible for continuing gross human rights violations in East Timor and in Indonesia itself.





Campaigners are protesting the sale of the Hawk jets by conducting a vigil outside BAe Warton at its evening closure time on the first Monday of every month. 





The Roman Catholic diocese of Lancaster is currently engaged in negotiations with BAe with a view to the possible sale and demolition of Holy Family Church in Warton to provide better access to the factory premises.





 BAe, which employs many local people, has offered to  fund the provision of a new church on another site.





Diocesan representatives have expressed the view  that these talks present an opportunity for the Church to convey its concerns over BAe’s overseas sales to repressive regimes (such as Indonesia). 





But many Catholics, including some who are among the local employees of BAe, regard such deliberations as compromising the clear Social Teaching of the Church in respect of the role of Defence Industry and the morality of the Arms Trade.





 They are among those who have written to Bishop Brewer to request that any discussions with BAE in respect of its overseas sales policy be conducted outside of any commercial negotiations.





Statement of the Lancaster Diocesan Faith and Justice Commission


(main points)





1.	Welcomes Diocesan talks with BAe over ethics of its Arms Sales, but feels that such discussions should happen outside commercial negotiations otherwise RC ethical position is compromised.


2.	Passes no judgement upon workers at BAe who are striving to support themselves and their families. There is a distinction between the action of individual members of the Diocese and the Diocese itself (see [Lancaster] Diocesan Ethical Investment Policy).


3.	The Social Doctrine of the Church, based upon the Gospel, is compromised by taking money from BAe for church building.


4.	There is a distinction to be drawn between producing arms for self-defence and selling them as a commodity on the open market - especially when the buyers (e.g. Indonesia) are infamous for human rights violations.


5.	Any material gain for the Diocese when set against the suffering of the poor and oppressed would undercut its moral standing in other serious ethical debates.


6.	Recommends the sale of Holy Family church does not go ahead.          








For further information about the monthly Vigil contact: Merseyside East Timor Campaign, c/o Terry Egan, 18 Whitland Road, Liverpool L6 8NR.





Letters to the Diocese of Lancaster concerning the negotiations with BAe should be addressed to: Bishop John Brewer, Bishop’s House, Canon Hill, Lancaster LA1 5NG


______________________





Comments and  Information





Your comments and suggestions on this bulletin are welcome, as is further information which should be submitted to: 


The Editor,


East Timor Update,


40 Park Lane, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0ES


West Yorkshire. 
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